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Period for Reply 
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Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date See Continuation Sheet . 



4>n Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070122 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-326) 



Application No. 10/758,262 



Continuation of Attachments) 3). Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08), Paper No(s)/Mail Date :2/25/2004, 
2/26/2004, 5/18/2004, 8/2/2005, 5/8/2006. 



ii:V 



2 



Application/Control Number: 10/758,262 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3692 

DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The reference materials cited in the 34 pages of IDS forms were considered but 
given a cursory review due to the voluminous nature of the references. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 30-34 are objected to because of the following informalities: claims 30-34 
currently depend from non-existent claim 54. For purposes of examination, Examiner 
will review claims 30-34 as if they depend from independent claim 29. Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent; except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 29-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,895,386 B1 to Bachman et al. (further referred to as Bachman). 



Regarding claim 29, Bachman discloses a computerized method comprising: 
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Establishing a partnership between an investment account provider and a card 
instrument provider for linking card instrument accounts with investment accounts, 
further including a rebate program funding investment accounts based on card 
instrument usage (column 4, line 50 - column 5, line 10); 

Providing to a cardholder a co-branded card instrument with co-branded indicia 
of the card instrument account provider and the investment account provider (column 4, 
lines 50-67); 

Linking the card instrument account with an investment account established by 
the investment account provider in the cardholder's name (column 4, line 50 - column 
5, line 10); 

Calculating a rebate based on card usage (column 4, line 50 - column 5, line 10); 

and 

Applying the rebate to the investment account (column 4, line 50 - column 5, line 

10). 

Regarding claim 30, Bachman discloses the method wherein the rebate is 
calculated periodically according to a first period; wherein an accrued rebate value is 
applied to the investment account according to a second period; wherein the second 
period is longer than the first period; thereby providing a rebate feature with an accrual 
and vesting periods which encourage cardholders to maintain their card instrument 
account (column 7, lines 9-27; column 9, lines 17-24; column 13, lines 25-30). 
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Regarding claim 31 , Bachman discloses wherein the card instrument account 
and the investment account are linked when the card instrument account is established 
(column 4, lines 50-57). 

Regarding claim 32, Bachman discloses wherein the card instrument account 
and the investment account are linked after the card instrument account is established 
and the cardholder has used the card (column 9, lines 17-24). 

Regarding claim 33, Bachman discloses wherein the card instrument account is 
linked with an investment account newly created by the investment account provider for 
the co-branded instrument (column 5, lines 50-54). 

Regarding claim 34, Bachman discloses wherein the card instrument account is 
linked with a preexisting investment account (column 4, lines 61-67). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

U.S. Patent Nos. 6,243,688 B1 and 5,970,480 to Kalina wherein at least all the 
limitations of independent claim 29 are found. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,345,261 B1 to Feidelson et al. wherein at least all the 
limitations of independent claim 29 are found. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at 571-272-6777. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usDto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Liversedge 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3692 




